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Pharmacy Law and Ethics Association 

 

Minutes of the Annual General meeting held on 16th May 2018 
at the offices of Charles Russell Speechlys, 5 Fleet Place, London   

 
 

1. Those present were: 
 
Kehinde Adebiyi, Maria Allinson, Liz Barker, Alima Batchelor, Matthew 
Boyd, Stephanie Bridges, Elizabeth Brooke, Rachna Chhatralia, Cathal 
Gallagher, David Gay, Gordon Geddes, Peter Glover, Tom Gray, Gordon 
Hockey, Steve Howard, Susan Hunneyball, Peter Jones, Greg Lawton, 
Mark Koziol, Edward Mallinson, Margaret Meehan, Ricarda Micallef, 
Sapana Mody, Nigel Morley, José Moss, Alistair Murray, Raj Nutan, 
Caroline Parkhurst, Trisha Patel, David Reissner, Helen Root, Ellen 
Schafheutle, Adam Smith, Jennifer Smith, Glyn Walduck, Chris Ward, 
Adam Weston and Joy Wingfield 

 
 

2. Apologies for absence were received from the following members:   
 
Helen Boardman, Sarah Cockbill and Ian Simpson 

 
3. The Minutes of the meeting held on 17th May 2017 
 
On the proposal of Ricarda Micallef, seconded by Nigel Morley, the minutes were 
accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 

4. Matters Arising from the minutes not on the agenda 
 
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

 
 

5. Chairman’s report for 2018 
 

In presenting the Chairman's report, David Reissner indicated that PLEA is an 
important forum – perhaps the only forum – for bringing together people with an 
interest in pharmacy law and ethics, whether they are academics, other pharmacy 
professionals or lawyers. Its members have an interest in learning about and 
promoting the subject. 
 
As in previous years, key PLEA activities have been the student essay competition 
and the annual seminar.  In addition more emails had been sent to members with 
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news of changes in the law or other topical issues of interest.  We have slowly begun 
to use Twitter, @plea_uk, to communicate to a wider audience. 
 
David stated that he had been supported by an executive which he had found 
immensely helpful and he thanked in particular Matthew Boyd and Edward 
Mallinson for their support. 
 
Tragically, this year, Karen Pitchford died suddenly.  She was a member of our 
executive. The executive made a charitable donation to mark Karen’s passing, and he 
invited Joy Wingfield to say a few words about Karen. 
 

Karen sudden passing was a great shock to all who knew her. She 
had recently been promoted to the post of Senior Lecturer at Aston 
University, was a keen member of PLEA was about to take over the 
editorship of “Dale and Appelbe”. She was always keen and 
enthusiastic about everything she did and she will be sorely missed. 

 
The Association had made a donation of £100 to The Whitechapel Centre in 
Liverpool in memory of Karen. 
 
In April he had written to former members whose membership had lapsed. In 
response, one former member had indicated that she did not feel the need to renew 
her membership because she could access news on the PLEA website.  In view of 
this, the executive decided not to make the news accessible on the website to non-
members.  The same former member also pointed out that our constitution limited 
membership to lawyers and pharmacists. This excludes pharmacy technicians.  The 
executive considered this was not an intentional exclusion, and decided to propose 
at the AGM an amendment to the constitution, so that all pharmacy professionals 
are eligible for membership. 
 
In the year ahead consideration will be given to the possibility of expanding our 
membership further.  There are schools of pharmacy that are not represented 
amongst our members, and lawyers and others involved in pharmacy law and ethics 
at NHS England and pharmacy organisations whom I would like to reach out to. We 
will also explore promoting PLEA through the publication of relevant articles in the 
pharmacy press and perhaps elsewhere. 

 
 
6. Secretary/Treasurer’s report for 2017 
    

Edward Mallinson reported that at 31st December 2017 there 115 fully paid up 
members with a further 41 whose membership has lapsed. (11 from 2015, 17 from 
2016 and 13 from 2017). The Executive agreed to send a final reminder to all 41 by 
letter to their postal address. This had been done during April and responses were 
being received. To date eight had renewed their membership. 
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He recommended that annual fee for membership should remain at £25 or £100 for 
five years.   In 2017, apart from two Seminar fees, members’ subscriptions were the 
Association’s only source of income. In 2017 this had dropped by £1125 as a result of 
the aforementioned lapsed members. No sponsorship was received in relation to the 
PLEA Student Essay competition and therefore the prize money (£1,000) was the 
major expense funded by the Association.  Expenditure on WorldPay fees had 
decreased as a result of fewer membership transactions. 
 
At the end of the financial year the Associations assets stood at £16,400.27. 
 
The accounts were approved on the proposal of Nigel Morley, seconded by Matthew 
Boyd. 
 
 

7. PLEA Student Essay Competition 

 

Matthew Boyd gave a verbal report about the PLEA student essay competition. 
There were 8 entries from 6 Schools of Pharmacy (a decrease on 2016) and while the 
same schools of pharmacy engage with the competition year on year, it is still not 
attracting new engagement.  
 
The winner for 2017/18 is Mary Dimitrov: The Robert Gordon University and the 
runners up, Erin Gilmour: The Robert Gordon University and Maryam Ejaz: University 
of East Anglia 
 
It was agreed that the prize money of £500 for the winner and £250 for the two 
runners up would remain unaltered. 
 
The meeting agreed that in order to increase the number of entries in future, the 
Executive should give consideration to: 
 

i. More Publicity 
ii. Inviting the winners to be present with their cheques at the 

Annual Seminar 
iii. Giving one year’s membership to the winners 

 
 
8. Election of Chairman 
 

David Reissner was re-elected Chairman, proposed by Peter Jones and seconded by 
Gordon Geddes. 

 
 
9. Election of Vice Chairman 
 

Matthew Boyd was re-elected Vice Chairman, proposed by David Reissner and 
seconded by Joy Wingfield. 
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10. Election of Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Edward Mallinson was re-elected Secretary/Treasurer, proposed by David Reissner 
and seconded by Matthew Boyd. 

 
 
11. Election of Executive Committee 
 

Ian Simpson had indicated his desire to stand down from the Executive Committee. 
In accepting his resignation the Chairman thanked him, in his absence, for his 
contribution to the Association over many years. 
 
Following the proposal of Gordon Geddes, seconded by Joy Wingfield the meeting 
elected Cathal Gallagher, Peter Jones, Ricarda Micallef and Nigel Morley to the 
Executive Committee for 2018/2019. 

 
 
12. Appointment of Examiner of Accounts 

 

The meeting agreed to the accounts being audited by Helen Darracott.   

 

 

13. Amendment to the constitution 

 
The Secretary reported that on the 1st May 2018 he had received the following 
proposal to amend the constitution: 
 

That paragraph 1.1 of the Constitution should be amended to read 

as follows: 

“1.1 The Pharmacy Law & Ethics Association is established for 
the benefit of pharmacy professionals (including retired 
pharmacy professionals) and lawyers who are interested in 
promoting law and ethics in the practice of pharmacy.” 
 
That all references in clause 4 of the Constitution to 

“Pharmacists” shall be replaced by “Pharmacy professionals 

(including retired pharmacy professionals)”. 

 

The proposal by David Reissner, seconded by Matthew Boyd had arisen from 
correspondence from a Pharmacy Technician who was a former member and 
highlighted in the Chairman’s Report. The aim was to make membership more 
inclusive.  
 
In answer to a question from Mark Koziol regarding who is a “pharmacy 
professional”, the Chairman indicated that it was a term used in GDPR for someone 
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who was liable in law to Professional Regulation. In the course of further discussion 
it was agreed that the Executive should investigate extending membership further 
and bring the matter back to the 2019 Annual General Meeting. 
 
In the meantime the meeting agreed to the proposed amendment by 37 to 1. 
 

 

14. Future topics and venues.  

 
Various ideas were suggested for future PLEA seminars. These included;  
 
- Data Protection Legislation and access to patient records 

- The Falsified Medicines Directive due to come into force in February 2019 

 
It was agreed that the AGM should continue to be held on the same day as the PLEA 
seminar as this was likely to attract the maximum number of PLEA members.  
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman expressed the Association’s thanks to 
our hosts, Charles Russell Speechlys, for their hospitality and closed the meeting. 

 
 

 


